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Key Facts Sheet
In the second half of 1903, the Corporation purchased from
Colonel E W Cradock a rectangle of land comprising an area
of 605 square yards in Knighton parish which bordered Oadby
parish. The land measured 33 feet wide and 165 feet long with
a distance of 20 feet proposed between the public highway and
the front of the proposed tram depot.

From July 1968 to 1975 the premises were used by the Leicester Museums Service for displaying four railway locomotives.
Since those days, the building has been leased from time to
time to different businesses for the storage of vehicles although there have also been periods when the premises have
been empty. In April 2013 the Leicester Transport Heritage
Trust took a lease on the building with the intention of acquiring the freehold of the site and transforming the Edwardian
Tram Car Depot into a Transport Heritage and Research
Centre.

Artist’s impression of the depot circa 1910

The depot (when opened on 18th May 1904) housed a total of
six trams (in two lines of three) and was located at what
became 453 London Road. In the Spring of 1918, the wooden
gates leading into the depot were practically worn out and
were replaced by iron gates.
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A detailed plan was subsequently drawn up by E G Mawbey,
Surveyors which is dated 19 December 1903 and this shows
that in addition to the tram depot, a further set of outbuildings would be erected in the front yard of the premises. These
outbuildings would comprise (from west to east) a toilet, a coal
house, a men’s room and an office.
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In February 1922, the decision was taken to expand the
Central Depot in Humberstone Gate which would leave the
Stoneygate Depot (and indeed the other district depot at
Narborough Road) redundant.
A plan was drawn up so that the tram depot would be hived
off for the purpose of its being offered for leasing which would
include the aforementioned toilet. The remainder of the
outbuildings would be retained by the Corporation and converted to public lavatories - three for the ladies plus one for
the gents together with urinals. A shrubbery would then
separate the front of the outbuildings from the public highway. The Corporation would also erect a separate coal shed
on the southern side of the yard for its own use.
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In April 1922, the depot was leased for five years to a Captain
A. Tollemache who traded as Tollemache Garage. Permission
was granted in June 1922 for the G.P.O. to erect a telegraph
pole at the site. Due in the main to trading problems Captain
Tollemache gave up the lease and this was then assigned to a
William Golland in June 1923.
By January 1926, however, the Lease had once again been
re-assigned, this time to The Midland Counties Motor Agencies Ltd. (MCMA). By 8 February 1927, the Lease was in the
name of H.A. Browett & Co. Ltd. who was associated with the
MCMA and a request was made for two petrol pumps to be
erected at the entrance to the garage. In April 1927, the Lease
came up for renewal and the Company opted for a further
term of five years on a new leasing arrangement which included an agreement for two additional petrol pumps to be
installed together with heating apparatus.

From the outbreak of the war until June 1946, one-half of the
depot was requisitioned by the A.R.P. Auxiliary Fire Service
and Browett’s rent was reduced as a result. A new five year
Lease came into force in September 1946 restoring the whole
of the depot for the use of Browetts with a suitably increased
rent. According to Kelly’s Directory of 1969 (probably
published at the start of that year), Browetts were still in
occupation of the building although it is believed that they
actually vacated the premises in early 1968.
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In April 1930, permission was granted for a telephone kiosk
to be erected in the shrubbery surrounding the convenience.

